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ISAIAH v. II, 12. 


Wo unto them that riſe up early in the 
Morning, that they may follow ſtrong 
. Drink; that continue until Night, till 
Wine inflame them. 


And the Harp and the Viol, the T abret and 
Pipe, and Wine are in their Feaſts : But 
. they regard not the Work of the Lo xp, 


neither conſider the Operation of bis 
Hands. 


| A N was placed on the Theatre 
of this 3 World, that 
he might contemplate the Works 
of God; but now alas the Days of religi- 
ous Attention and Regard to the awful 
Steps of Providence are in a manner quite 
gone, and giddy Pleaſure, or atheiſtical Ig- 
norance have taken their Place. 


A Though 


TE 

Though the King of Glory knocks at 
the Door of our — both by his Mer- 
cies and Judgments, his Clemeney and Se- 
verities, his awful Juſtice and condeſcending 
Love; yet we till go on in a thoughtleſs 
inconſiderate Manner, and under the moſt 
terrible and awakening Strokes, appear to 
be as deſtitute of ſerious . a8 che 
| Beaſts that periſh. 195 
When any remarkable Watt happen 
ſuch as the Eatinctien of the late Rebellen 


woe join indeed with the popular Gryinex- 10 


. our Deliveranee, and in the Way of 
mon Speculation, are apt to talk of it 
as wonder and marvellous, withont al. 
lowing it to fink fo deep into our Hearts, 
as to produce any Reformation in the Life 
and Practice; our Minds ſeem to be more 
employed about the external Marks of Gra- 
titude, rather than in ſtudying thoſe Parts 
which are of a more aks [rational 
Nature. F 97810 (1130 Al in: „ 
"Thi appears to be che very Gand ich 
tlie Prophet accuſes the rage "Nah of 

m the Words of our Text. ic 
Ie had before; in the preceding Verte. 


| { 5 1 
backer the Patable of a Vineyard, together 
with the dreadful Judgments they might de- 
ſervedly expect upon the Account thereof: 
And now in the 11th and 12th, he brings 
4 heavy Charge againſt their Intemperance 
and Kenthalky, and the riotous Method of 
ſolemnizing their atiniverfary Feſtivals. Wo 
- fo them that riſe up early and fit, c. 
Here was Mirth and Jollity enough, but 
Ittle'6r no Religion; for inſtead of ſpend- 
ing the Time in devout Praiſes and Thankf- 
givings, their whole Buſineſs was, to make 
a ſhowy and ſplendid Appearance, to com- 
mit the moſt extravagant Riots, and launch 
- forth into all the Pleaſures of Luxury and 
Voluptuouſnefs. God | forbid, that this 
ſhould be any Part of our Behaviour, in the 
Day of à favourable Viſitation ; and to the 
End 1 may contribute all in my Power to 
prevent it, the following Method: dere 
divine'Affiftatice {ball be obſerved.” 
Frxs r, To point out thoſe particulat'Cha- 
tte of the Almighty's Operations, which 
are ſo muck worthy of our Contemplation. 
SECONDLY, To ſhew what Inffuence the 
Knowledge of each of theſe ſeyeral Cha- 
racters "_ to have upon us. 
A 2 „ A 


| ft: 6+] 
Axp, In the laſt Place, to make ſome Ap- 
; "plication, ſuitable to the preſent Lemper 
and Circumſtances of this Nation. 
The firſt of theſe two Heads, for the 
greater Perſpicuity and 5 I ſhall 
throw together; and to begin then, let it be 
obſerved, in the firſt Place, | 
(I.) That all the Doing s and Ads of the 4 
Lord, are regulated by the Standards of in- 
variable Wiſdom and Rectitude, en | 
Equity, and paternal Goodneſs. ants. (is 
Mere he entirely made up of Juſtice, we 
might be juſtly tempted to look upon him, 
as a ſtern and inflexible Being; deaf to the 
Cries and Intreaties of his belples and diſ- 
treſſed Creatures: Were Power the only Per- 
fection he could boaſt of, our Thoughts 
would naturally repreſent him as an arbi- 
trary and deſpotick Tyrant, who might 
ruin our moſt eſſential Intereſts, and at his 
Pleaſure throw all our Affairs into Confuſion. 
But this is not the Caſe; as he is both 
wiſe. in Heart, and mighty in Strength; 
wonderful in Counſel and excellent in Work- 
ing; * Righteous in all his Ways, and holy 
in all his Works; good to every one, and 
| his Mercy enduring, R 
2 1 EE”: i 
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And ſurely the natural Influence, _ 


| this Conſideration ought to have upon us, 
no leſs than to encourage our Hope * 
Leere in him at all Times and in all 
the Notion of a wiſe, an able, 


and: gracious Ruler, muſt neceſſarily ſpring 
both inward Peace and Tranquillity, and 
outward Security and Protection; on this 
we may rely with full Satisfaction, and they 
who love dane may be joyful i in the 


Lord.. i 51 
He decbeding to his own Royal Word 


and} Promiſe; will be their Rock and For- 


treſs, their Shield and mighty Deliverer: 


They need not be afraid for the Terrors by 
Night, nor for the Arrow that flieth by 


Day, nor for the Peſtilence that walketh in 
Darkneſs, nor the Deſtruction that waſteth 


at Noon- day; his Eyes will be always upon 
the Righteous, and his Ears open to their 
Cry; in the moſt dangerous and critical 
Times he can be a ſtrong Hold to the Pri- 
ſoners of Hope, and provide Chambers of 


Protection to them who repoſe their Truſt By 


and Confidence in bim. 


A 3 | (2.) But © 


* 
tine wares. Dv—2v———— . —— — PS. — 


1 
(2.) But another Character of the Al- 
3 s Operations worthy of our Notice, 

e ſurpriſing Manner of their Production 
bend our Counſel and [Foreſight : Tho 

Juſtice and Judgment be the Habitation of 

| his Throne; yet in this preſent Adminiſtra- 

tion of Things, the Steps of his Providence 
are oftentimes very intricate and myſterious 
to us, encompaſſed about with . and 
Narkpgb. 5 
The Event does not always anſece our 

Expectation, but the Deity, in the unſearch- 
able Depth of his Wiſdom, is - pleaſed to 

take his own Methods, incomprehenſible to 

Mortals, and frequently interpoſes to defeat 

the moſt promiſing Projects doch of the 

Righteous and the Wicked. - 

Solomon, a Man of the Jageſt Views, 

and moſt extenſive Expetience, ce 

That the Race is not 10 the Swift, nor 

Battle to the Strong, but that Time ne 

| Chance © happeneth unto all, And ſurely 

then, the natural Influence of this Conſide- 

; ration ſhould be to render us ſenſible of our 

own Inſufficiency, and entirely dependant 

upon God, who acteth according to his 
wiſe and good . among the mighty 
| Armies 


[9 
Armies above, and n the Inhabitants 
below. 

When publick Tranſactions 90 on in 
much a Manner as to lock like the Effects 
of human Foreſight and Contrivance, we 
are apt to ſtop ſhort in our Reflections, 
without directing a Thought to that invi- 

fible Being, who holds the Reins of ' Go- 
vernment in his Hands, and gives ſecond 
Cauſes ſuch Turns and Motions, as may | 

beſt promote his own Glory, and the gene- | 
ral Welfare of the Creation. 

For though we be apt to impute any 
proſperous or unfortunate Eyent to Chance ; 
yet the moſt fortuitous and accidental Things 

are all a wiſe and prudent Contrivance of the 

Almighty, the Reſult of the deepeſt Coun- 

ſel and cleareſt Foreſight. 

Let therefore no Inſtrument, or ſecond 
Cauſe be too much magnified or contemn'd, 
ſeeing every Thing that happens, -is the 
Doing of the Lord, and of Conſequence 

ought to be marvellous in our Eyes. Let 
not the rich Man glory in his Riches, nor the 
ſtrong Man in bis Might; but rather let us 
a with a becoming. Reſignation and Humility 
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of Soul, pay that Honour and Reſpect which 
is due to Providence. 

- (3+) But another Character of the Al- 
midi ty's Operations, very worthy of our 
Notice, is the Performance and Accompliſh- 
ment of them in the Face of much Oppo- 
ſition and Difficulty. He is not only infi- 
nitely wiſe to contrive the beſt, Method of 
Action, but likewiſe infinitely. powerful, and 
capable of ſurmounting every Obſtacle in. 
his Way; he makes his Hand eminent and 
| conſpicuous, and often doth great and terrible 
'T hings in Righteouſneſs. 

And ſurely then the natural Influence of 
this Conſideration ſhould be to fill our 
Minds with the , moſt ardent Love and ſin- 
cere Gratitude to the ſupreme Ruler and 
mighty Super-intendant of the Univerſe; 
who notwithſtanding the Secrecy and Cloſe- 
neſs of the Conſpirator, the Subtilty and 
Craft of the Politician, the Skill and Cou- 
rage of the renowned and experienced War- 
rior, is pleaſed to bring about the moſt aſto- 
niſhing and affecting Events. 

And for an Inſtance of this, we need go 
no further, than the ſeveral Steps of his 

pro- 
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 providential Conduct to this Nation, An 
the late Rebellion. 

Had the Perſons concerned in that Deſign, 
been ſo careful as to improve the Advantages 
of their firſt Victory, and march'd forward, 
while their Opponents were not in a Capa- 
city to ſtop their Progreſs: Had the Powers 
abroad ſupplied them ta any conſiderable 
Extent with Men, Money and Arms ; had 
an Invaſion been attempted, while their 
Army was marching in Triumph thro' the 
Heart of the Land; fluſh'd with Victory, 
and daily adding to their Numbers and Re- 
putation, by repeated Succeſſes What 
muſt have been the Conſequence ! 

But the Lord of Hoſts, and God of the 
Armies of Iſrael, who can ſtrike the moſt 
formidable Armies with a Pannick, ſhewed 
Strength with his Arm, and ſurmounted | 
every Obſtacle and Difficulty that ſtood in | 
the Way of his own Deſigns, 
When the great Ones of the Earth are 
baſking themſelves in the Sunſhine of Pro- 
vidence, and ſaying within their Hearts, by 
the Might of my Hand I have done it, and 
by my Wiſdom, for I am prudent ; be can 
ſeize them in the Height of their Pride and 
Glory; 


[ 12 ] 
Glory; and at once bring down to the 
Grave their Fomp and the Noi of their 
Viols. REV K 
For he beareth in his Hand aRod of Iron, 
400 hath always ſuch a Variety of Means 
in his Power, as are ſufficient to overturn 
the greateſt: Fortune, to throw down the 
proudeſt Aſpirer, to impoveriſh the weal- 
thieſt Prince, and in a Moment to load with 
Infamy and Wretchedneſs the [higheſt and 
happieſt Perſon in the World. i 
(4.) But another Character of the Al. 
mighty's Operations, very worthy of our 
Obfervation, is the Fires yr er, n. 
of their Production. 
When the Event ods not n our 
Wiſhes and Prepatations, and when Diſap- 
pointments and Defeats come thick, and in 
Storms upon us, we are too apt to utter 
very peeviſh and impatient Complaints, ſay- 
ing with TJehoram, This Evil is of the Lord, 
why* ſhould we wait any longer? 
Like froward Children, we cenſure and 


arraign his Conduct, and heavily murmur, 


that be ſhould ſo long delay thoſe Favours 
we' moſt earneſtly aſk : But the all-wiſe and 
careful Parent of Mankind takes his own 


"_ - 


£3 
proper Time of hearing and anſwering our 
Requeſts, and beſtowing the Mercies we 
ſtand in need of: For did God always yield 
immediately to the Importunity of our Com- 
plaints, his Favours would actually undo 
us, and the Succeſs of our Petitions prove our 
Ruin. He foreſees what Rocks we ſhould 
run upon, if allowed to ſteer: to our own 
Point, and therefore in pure Mercy he de- 
nies aur fatal Wiſhes, and makes us wait in 
a humble Dependance upon him, both as 
to n and Ae, for uy Favour we | 

rav... 
- al — as natural e of this 
Conſideration ſhould be to render us patient 
and ſubmiſſive under every Diſpenſation of 
Divine Providence; always maintaining a 
conſtant Equanimity and Steadineſs of Tem- 
per, a calm unruffled Spirit, neither allow- 
ing Proſperity to debauch us, nor Adverſity 
to deje& us, but chearfully committing our 
Cauſe to the Wiſe and Righteous Judge of 
the Earth, e in all Events cannot do but 
RIGHT. 

Theſe are e 5 3 bandes of the 
Almighty Operations which I have recom- 
mended as very worthy of our Notice and 


[mn 7 
Obſervation ; and therefore I now proceed to 
make ſome Improvement ſuitable to what I 


| taketobethe preſent Caſe bf many in this Place. 


( 1.) I it be ſo much the Duty aud Buſi- 
neſs of rational Beings, to contemplate and 
improve the awful Steps of Providence; then 
let me caution you all againſt the Crime of 
the Hraelites in our Text, who ſhamefully 
neglected this noble and manly Work on 
tbeir Feſtival Days, and gave themſelves 
up to all manner of nen riotous and | 
extravagant Mirth. fer: er 

If our Joy for any great and 8 
Exent be not religious, rational and tempe- 
7 ate; it as no better than the Raptures of 
Enthuſiaſm; than the Sallies of a volatile 
e or the: roving Fits of a wanton 
a Elin wiictſing A Jae 

The greateſt Pomp, and Show, 5 
Splendor:3 in the World, may be the Work 
of Hypocriſy, and the Talk of the Lips; 
but Obedience and Reformation are the 
Language of the Heatt, and the only true 
and unaffected Expreſſions of our bade 
to the Almighty. - Toh O Air! NM 2 

The higheſt Piokences to 3 which 
are not attended with, and founded upon 
0 Re- 


{as} 
Religion, are precarious and uncertain, and 
muſt be owing to nothing but Humour or 


Intereſt z if the one be croſs'd or the other 


interrupted if the Loyaliſt be diſobliged, 
or his Expectations diſappointed, he will 
raiſe as loud a Cry on the other Side; and 


being before but very remiſs and negligent 


in the Fear due to God, will in Proceſs of 
Time come alſo to forget the Reſpee, which 
he owes his Prince. 2 h 

Nay, the moſt vicious and ee Per- 
ſons are capable of aſſembling themſelves in 
publick, and of crying out "hh Jebu, in 
the Face of the World, Come ſee my Zeal 
for the Lord of Hoſts. Such Men can 
drink a Glaſs to the Health of their earthly 
Sovereign, who never bowed a Knee to the 


King of Kings in their Life; they can be 


very generous to the Mob, though they 


neyer did a ee. or human 4 * 


the World. 

But this is not Pig a Feaſt | as the lined 
hath choſen, for a Man to indulge himſelf in 
riotous and licentious Mirth, or to, liſten to 
the Noiſe. of the Pipe and the Viol; but 
rather to, conſider the Work of the Lord, 
nog Agee Operation of his Hands; 

i bo bo 


x 
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lo6ſe the Bands of Wiekedneſs, to undo 
the heavy Butthens, and let the Opprefſed 
go free: It is be deal our Bread to the 
Hungry, to bring the Poor to our Houſe, 
to cover the Naked, and ſupply the Needy: 
The Friendleſs, the Helpleſs and tlie Deſſi- 
tute, the Orphan and the Widow ſhould 
moſt engroſs our Care, and chiefly at a 
Time of publick Joy, fall within 55 Com- 
paſs of our Conſideration and Clarity: 
This will yield us more Satisfaction than 
all the vain Amuſements, or falſe Splendor 

of a gay World, For all the Mirth and 
Jollity we are expable of, is but a Pleaſure 
ſuited to 1555 ſenſitive and inferior Part 'of 


%Z out Nature. 15 o Mete . 


And how e Geyer ſhowy Appearan- 
ces may be commended by the unthinking 
Populace ; yet they have always been con- 
demined-by'the more "reaſonable and judi- 
cious Part of Mankind, as below the Dig- 
hity of an immortal Being, and in no 
ſmall Meaſure derogatory from the Worth 
of a grave and ſober Character. 
Beſides, that theſe mad Prolicks, me- 
Wins, are at all other Times the moſt un 


feaſdnable in the Caſe of à Civil War; 
which 


1 

which calls equally for Mourning and La- 

mentation, as for Show and Splendor. 
Theſe diſmal and affecting Miſeries it 

bas, and may yet bring upon our Country, 


ſhould, I proſume, render it more decent 


and comely in us to join Trembling with our 
Mirth, and mix Sorrow with Joy; 

Lou reckon yourſelves delivered from a 
very threatning Evil, and highly favoured 
of God, by the late memorable Event of 
Culladen; but if Pride and Infolence of 
avagant Mirth be 


Heart, if riotous and extr 
all the Returns of Gratitude you make, and 
the only Expreflions of your publick Joy; 
the Lord may renew his Chaſtiſements with 
greater Severity, and make War the Fore- 
runner of Famine and Peſtilence; beſides 
the Dangers we are expoſed to. from the 


growing Power of foreign Enemies, and the 


precarious Situation of our Affairs Abroad; 
the great Ruler of the World hath ne 
of other Means to try and afflict us. An- 
other domeſtick Sword is at his Command, 
and even that handful of unhappy Men, 
who: are now ſcatter'd and diſpers d, he can 
yet ſtrengthen anew, and make them once 
more the Inſtruments of his Juſtice ; his 

Al- 
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q: mighty Breath can in a Moment blow up | 
the dying Embers into a Flame, which un- 


leſs ye repent ſhall ſpread from Village to 


City, and conſume your Palaces. Nay, it 
is moſt aſtoniſhing to think, that we have 
hitherto eſcaped, and that a Nation ſo 


ſwarming with Drunkards, with formal Pro- 


feſſors, and open Scoffers of Religion, ſhould 


be ſo often and ſo miraculouſly delivered. 


There is no doubt but God hath a Num- 


ber of precious uprighted ones in this King- 
dom, who have ſigh'd and cried for the 
Abominations committed in the Midſt there- 


of; but ſo far are they from indulging them- 
ſelves in Riot and Voluptuouſneſs, ſo far 
fſtomi vain and conceited boaſting of their 


own Sufficiency, that they are humbled un- 
der a Senſe of their great Unworthineſs, and 


employed in a cautious Fear and holy Vigi- 
lance, leſt they ſnhould not anſwer tho End 
of God's Diſpenſations towards them. 


(2 0, Bub farther, in; the Geoodſt Phics, 1 
would take - Occaſion to warn you againſt 
thoſe Errors, which during the Time of a 


Civil War, or after its Extinction, 120 . 
. of Men 0 to fall i into. gas: 


| il : Valk i741 1 8 iin 
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A domeſtick Contention is ever attended 
with Rancour and ill Will, which ZEAL, the 
moſt active of all Principles, never fails to 

produce in the Minds of thoſe, whom dif- 
ferent Intereſts, Sentiments and Views ſet in 
Oppoſition to one another. | | 
There cannot a greater Judgment befal a 

Country, than ſuch a dreadful Spirit of Di- 
viſion, as rends a Government into two diſ- 
tint People, and makes them mote ſtrange 
and averſe to one another, than if they were 
actually two different Nations: When this 
prevails, we behave like Barbarians, toall who 
differ from us, and extinguiſhes every noble, 
humane, and generous Sentiment which can 
ſettle in our Breaſt. It is lamentable to think, 
that where Acquaintance and Friendſhip 
has been laid in the Foundations of mutual 
Love and good Will, that it ſhould at laſt 
break off in a ſettled Malice and Rancour, 
as has ſo often happened fince the Com- 
mencement of our civil Broils. 
O could ! perſuade you to lay aſide theſe 
unmanly Diſpoſitions, it wauld be as the New 
Jeruſalem coming down from Heaven, and 
26 "Om very Angels deſcending among us, even 
| B thoſe 


1 20 ] 


thoſe glorious Spirits, who adore the Father 
of univerſal Goodneſs, and continually cry, 
Glory to God in the Higheſt, Peace on Earth, 
and good Will towards the Sons of Men. 
. Suppoſe we therefore any Perſon ſud- 
denly ſnatch'd out of this World in the 
Height of his Rancour, and immediately 
conveyed from ſome hot Contention here, 
to the calm and peaceable Regions above; 
how would it make him bluſh and be a- 
ſhamed, to find his Temper fo inconſiſtent 
with the Genius and Taſte of that happy 
Country, where nothing but perfect Charity, 
and entire good Will for ever reigns ? 
3.) But further, as we ought to watch 


againſt theſe malevolent Diſpoſitions of . 


Heart; fo are we likewiſe bound to guard 
againſt all defamatory Lies, and flanderous 
Reflections: Theſe are Crimes pretty com- 
mon and frequent in private Life, but above 
all do they prevail in the Caſe of an inteſ- 
tine Quarrel, where all Parties take an un- 
confcionable Liberty in blackening the Re- 
putation of their Adverſaries; and though 
every one pretends, to be a Chriſtian, or a 
Man of Honour, yet it is ſtrange to ſee, 
VE 8 od how 
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how freely they deal with ſome Characters, 
and in what a bitter and ſlanderous * 
they beſpatter one another. | 
The moſt falſe and groundleſs Afperfions 
go for Words of ' Courſe, if they but ſerve 
a preſent Turn, and any how promote the 
Intereſt and Cauſe of the Party: For, as an 
eminent Divine expreſſes it, the Zealots of 
all Sides have got a ſcurvy Trick of lying 
for the Truth. i 
A baſe and ae Practice indalg nay; 
and which ſeems not at all fitted to anſwer 
the End propoſed; for beſides the juſt Con- 
tempt and Scorn it meets with, from all Per- 
ſons of Integrity and Honour, God fre- 
quently blaſts, by ſome peculiar Providence, 
the Plots and Schemes of theſe Calumnĩators; 
and makes them fall by thoſe very Methods 
of Unrighteouſneſs, thorough which they 
were endeavouring to eſtabliſh-themſelves, i | 
(4.) But in the laſt Place, as we thus 
ought to watch againſt theſe Errors of the 
Heart and Tongue, ſo ſhould: we likewiſe 
ſtudy to forbear all thoſe, outward Acts, 
that can have the Appearance of too rigid 
and ſevere a Juſtice, behaving to our worſt 
8 B 2 Ene- 


3 [DT 2: T| 5 
Enemies in ſuch a noble and generous 
Manner, as may rather charm than force, 
them into a better Way of thinking. 
We are all equally born to trouble as the 
Sparks fly upward, and therefore, as no 
Man's preſent State can be ſo proſperous or 
ſecute, but that ſome unexpected Calamity 
may befal him, we ought to treat every 
dne in Diſtreſs with Humanity and Kind- 
neſs, even although their own Imprudence 
and Infatuation has perhaps proved the Cauſe 
of their Misfortunes; for, Who made us 
to differ is a Queſtion ye ought all bully 
to-aſk your own Hearts. 

The Almighty and eee Diſpoſer of 
Things might have ſo ordered the Place of 
your Birth, and the Means of your Educa- 
tion, that ye might have imbib'd as ſtrong- 
ly a others, thoſe very very Prizciples and 
Peejudices: which yo now fo ere ex- 
claim againſt. RIAA | 

cs lac your fallen bande nel State ye 
ſtood all, in the Eye of your Maker, as 
4 many condemned Criminals, worthy of 
Death, and yet he forgave your Offen- 
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in the midſt of deſerved Wrath remem- 
bred Mercy. 

Nay, beſides the ae of: this. 8 
redeeming Love in the Father, Chriſt 
himſelf hath ſet, as a Pattern before us; 
ſuch an. Inſtance of Pity and Tenderneſs, 
as no Act of human Generoſity could e- 
ver equal or compare with; namely, in 
condeſcending to die for us, while we were 
cloathed with the odious Character of Sin- 
ners and Prodigals, Traitors and Enemies. 
Love and Charity is the true Genius 
of his Religion, and a hard, cruel, in- 
ſenſible Temper is the moſt repugnant 
Thing to it in the World. Though the 
great Captain of our Salvation was per- 
petually aſſaulted with Provocations of the 
higheſt Kind; yet he always poſſeſſed ſuch 
a ſweet and amiable Diſpoſition, as renders 

him worthy of our higheſt. Eſtcem and 
| conſtant Imitation. | 

When his 2 earneſtly 1 
him to exert his avenging Power againſt 
the rude and inhoſpitable Samaritaus, he 
rejected their Propoſal with a noble Con- 
* and rebuked their cruel and in- 


temperate 
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temperate Zeal in theſs remarkable Words, 
Ye know not what manner of Spirit ye 
are of, for tbe Son of. Man came not 
to doſiroy Mens, Lives, but to ſave them. 
In which we ſee all the Arguments fully 


refuted, that can be brought in favour 
of any hard and ſevere Proſecutions. 


Is Zeal for God, or the Honour of 
what you call the true Religion, a ſuf- 
ficient 'Plea ?' Why upon theſe very Pre- 
tences it was that James and John ſo 
warmly -follicited their Mafter to call for 
Fire down from Heaven, to deſtroy the 
obſtinate and er, CO of Sa- 
maria. 3 (31 2% 
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Why in this very Article, there could 
ſcarce be / greater Oppoſition betwixt 
Light and Darkneſs, than between the 
Jes and Shma#itgns, inſomuch that they 
could not bear to talk with, or ſee one 
another. Wange ESQ 
Are groſs Aal 4 -Novocations 
ſufficient to reſtrain our Clemency, and 
juſtify our Revenge? Why in this very 


7 222825 no Perſon could be treated with 


more | 
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more Indignity and Contempt, than our 


Lord was, and yet the utmoſt of their 


Malice and Spite could not ſtrike fo 


much as one Spark into his divine 
Breaſt, nor induce him to exert the leaſt 
Act of Power, for the Deſtruction of his 


moſt bitter Adverſaries. 


Let us therefore cultivate a Spirit of 
generous - Compaſſion, and not - rejoice 
in the Groans of the Priſoner, nor exult 
in the Misfortunes of the unhappy Cri- 
minal, 'as ye preſume they would have 
done over you, had oo" fallen into their 
Hands, 


God forbid, that ever our Zeal ſhould 


arrive at that Height of Rancour, as' to 


ſtrip us of all Humanity, and transform us 
into Wolves and Tygers. 

Revenge is the ſure. Mark of a little 
and. narrow Mind, whereas the- great and 
heroick Spirit | eaſily melts into. the moſt 
tender Sympathy, and ſcorns to trample on 
a vanquiſh'd Foe, - 

And ſurely then, nothing can be more 
ornamental in the great Potentates of the 


Earth, than this generous and godlike | 


Diſ. 
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Diſpoſition of Mercy ; how amiable muſt 

it be to ſee a Prince tempering his kingly 
Government with fatherly Love, and ſoften- 

ing the Rigour of e pament with a gracious 5 

Pardon? 

By ſuch a noble Clemency be reſembles 
the ſupreme Ruler of the World, whoſe 
darling Attribute and Perfection is Goodneſs, 
and who daily puts up with the repeated 
Offences and nn. of his frail Crea- 
tures, * | 
The Lord is og: to all, and tender 
Mercies "rejoice over every Part of his 
Works ; the comfortable Beams of his Sun 
he makes to ſhine on the Righteous and the 
Wicked, and ſendeth down the refreſhing 
Showers of his Rain on the Juſt and on the 
2 

"Let therefore all Bi teerneſs, and Wrath, 
and Anger, and Clamour, and-Evil-ſpeaking 
be put away from you : and be ye hind one 
to another, tender hearted, forgiving your 
weak and miſtaken Brother, even as God for 


Chrift Sale has forgiven yore." If the King 
of Kings has "remitted our ten thouſand 


III, let none of us be fo cruel as to 
take 


f i 08 
take our fellow Servant by the Throat, for 
the poor trifling Debt of an hundred Pence. 
Upon the whole, let us ſeriouſly contem- 
plate the awful Steps of Providence, and 
endeavour to anſwer all the good Ends 
propoſed by God's Diſpenſations towards us 
let it be our main and principal Concern to 
obtain his Favour, and ſecure our Souls * 
gainſt his final Diſpleaſure. | 5 
The Work of Religion has been very 
much interrupted, and the Morals of the 
People not a little debauched during the late 
civil Commotions; but now that the Dan- 


ger is over, and Peace in ſome meaſure re- 


ſtored; let us liſten to the Call of the 
Goſpel, and embrace the free and generous 

Offer of Salvation ; let us cultivate a fincere 
unaffected Piety, and improve in every good 
Work; minding in this our Day the Things 
which belong to our Peace, before they be 

fuddenly and unexpeRtedly hid from cur 


Eyes. 
F. 
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